POLICING IN THE 21ST CENTURY: RECONNECTING POLICE AND THE PEOPLE

Introduction 

The policing in the 21st century: reconnecting police and the people', consultation paper contains proposals for ways to make police in England and Wales more available and responsive, more accountable, more effective, and deliver better value for money.

The consultation is broken into five sections:
The challenge

The key features of the proposed reforms, include:

· electing policing and crime commissioners to hold police forces to account and strengthen the bond between the police and the public.
· the creation of a new National Crime Agency to lead the fight against organised crime and strengthen border security .
· greater collaboration between police forces to increase public protection and save money. 

· phasing out the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA). 

· cutting bureaucracy, removing restrictive health and safety procedures and freeing up police officers' time. 

· A clear role for everyone, including members of the public, in cutting crime through beat meetings, neighbourhood watch schemes and voluntary groups. 

Increasing democratic accountability 

The Government believe Police and Crime Commissioners are required to ensure that police forces work more efficiently by collaborating with each other across a much wider range of policing functions than at present, to strengthen public protection, but also ensure better value for money. The proposals state the creation of Police and Crime Commissioners, to be elected for the first time in 2012, will ensure that police are held to account democratically, not bureaucratically by the central Government. Finally it is also reported that Commissioners will have a clear responsibility for holding the Chef Constable to account to make sure that policing is available and responsive to communities.
Removing bureaucratic accountability 
The Government is proposing to tackle the bureaucratic burden on police officers by returning more responsibility to the police for charging in minor offences, scrapping unnecessary paperwork like the 'stop' form, and abolishing central targets. It is the Government’s intention to work more closely with the police service and the health and safety executive to strengthen guidance on applying a common sense approach to health and safety. By doing this, they feel this will include scrutinising procedures that act as a barrier to intervening and recognising those officers who put themselves in harms way.

A national framework for efficient local policing

The policing in the 21st century: reconnecting police and the people', consultation paper is proposing to simplify the policing landscape through the phasing out of the National Policing Improvement Authority (NPIA) by spring 2012 and clearer roles for Association of Chief Police Officers and Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary, the later becoming independent of the government and the police service. A new National Crime Agency is being proposed to come fully into being by 2013 which will lead the fight against organised crime and will be responsible for the border police command.
Tackling crime together

The Coalition Government believe this new approach will ensure everyone has a say in how their area is policed, and that everyone plays their part in cutting crime. This resulting in more opportunities to get involved in keeping neighbourhoods safe through attending beat meetings and being members of Neighbourhood Watch as well as reporting crime and ASB through the new single national police non emergency number 101. By doing this, the government feels this will provide more opportunities for citizens to volunteer with the police service. Finally it is being proposed English Forces will be encouraged to sign up to local compacts, between themselves and the voluntary and community sectors, which will in turn set out some key principles about how they will work together.
The consultation document and questions can be found here:

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/policing-21st-century/policing-21st-full-pdf 

The deadline for the consultation is 20th September 2010

