BREXIT – NOTE FOR GREATER MANCHESTER
VCSE ORGANISATIONS: February 2019
GMCVO would recommend that VCSE organisations give some thought to the practical impact
of Brexit and take some time to review the risks and plan what to do about them.
There is still a lack of clarity at national level, but GMCA and local government are making
preparations. It is expected that there will be economic and social impacts, and these will
affect our organisations and the people and communities we work with.
This briefing outlines short and medium term risks, outlines the preparations being
made in Greater Manchester, and gives links to guidance published by the Office for
Civil Society.
1. SHORT TERM RISKS, ESPECIALLY AS FEAR OF ‘NO DEAL’ RISES




Panic buying of food and fuel could have an impact on business continuity e.g. staff
unable to attend work
Reduction in donations as people focus on their immediate needs
Rise in hate crime and fear of hate crime (as seen at the time of the referendum)

These issues have been brought to the attention of the GM Brexit Readiness group (see
below).
GMCVO and the VCSE Reference Group have made an offer of support: ‘Our sector tends to
pick up intelligence quickly on the ground, especially about effects on our most disadvantaged
residents. It can also mobilise to help with emergencies, as you have seen at recent incidents
like the Arena bombing and the floods. Longer term, our sector will be a vital element in
repairing fractured relationships and tensions’.
We have also asked for some thought to be given about the possible impacts of Brexit on the
VCSE sector itself.
2. MEDIUM TERM ISSUES TO KEEP UNDER REVIEW
Legislation:
on Data Protection (GDPR); Accounting and audit; VAT; State Aid; Public procurement and
Workplace rights is all due to be incorporated into UK law unaltered, so in the medium term
there should be no change.
European citizen employees or volunteers:



All organisations have a duty not to discriminate against EU citizens in employment;
‘right to work’ checks continue as currently
Individual people affected need to apply to the European Settlement Scheme; there is
no requirement for employers to advise or support anyone to do so, but you may want
to ensure people are informed
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EU funding:
The UK will continue to take part in all EU programmes post 29 March 2019 for the rest of the
2014-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework, and government has said it will guarantee EU
projects agreed before we leave the EU.
You can find out more about the impact of Brexit on ERDF and ESF funding here:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-government-brexit-preparedness#erdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-social-fund-esf-grants-if-theres-nobrexit-deal
Social and Economic Impact on Greater Manchester:
This is being closely monitored by GMCA through regular reports. These are in the public
domain on the GMCA website; the latest is 25th January
https://www.gmcameetings.co.uk/meetings/meeting/647/greater_manchester_combined_autho
rity
3. BREXIT PLANNING IN GREATER MANCHESTER
A GM Brexit Readiness Group has been meeting regularly led by Simon Nokes at GMCA;
GMCVO is connected to it. There is a GM Brexit Readiness Action Plan, which covers:











Government engagement (with a strong clear position – no deal not OK, would back a
people’s vote if no other solution found)
Civil contingency (there is a separate paper outlining risks, actions and Command,
Control & Communications Structures (C3) for Civil Contingencies impacts).
Infrastructure (including waste and fuel)
Points of entry (includes M/c Airport)
Health and social care (including medicines and workforce)
Business support and competitiveness
Skills
Higher education
Organisational readiness
Data (including cyber security)

4. GUIDANCE FROM OFFICE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY (JAN 2019)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Office for Civil Society’s (OCS) role in EU exit
Public information campaign on EU exit
Data protection in a no deal scenario
Settled status scheme
EU funding
Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps - updated technical notice
Further guidance

The Office for Civil Society’s (OSC) role in EU exit
OCS is here to support civil society during the process of EU exit. We want to ensure the
sector has access to all of the information the government has made available on preparing for
EU exit. We also want to ensure that civil society sector organisations have an opportunity to
let the government know any views or concerns it may have.
We have summarised some of the latest information on preparing for EU exit below. We would
be grateful if you could share the information with your wider network and, where appropriate,
with your beneficiaries.
Delivering the deal negotiated with the EU remains the government’s top priority. However, the
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government is also accelerating no deal preparations to ensure the country is prepared for
every eventuality. The information we are sharing includes the latest advice on preparing for all
EU exit scenarios.
If you have any concerns or queries on EU exit, please direct them
to ocseusubteam@culture.gov.uk
Public information campaign on EU Exit
The government has launched a public information campaign to ensure that UK citizens,
businesses, civil society organisations, EU citizens living in the UK and UK nationals living in
the EU are well informed about how Brexit will affect them and the practical steps they will
need to take to be ready.
The campaign is available at https://euexit.campaign.gov.uk/ and includes the latest advice
and information on Brexit and outlines the steps that can be taken to prepare. OCS have
linked to some of the main technical notices below. The full list is available here.
OCS would welcome any thoughts you may have on how to make the website more userfriendly for civil society stakeholders. The Cabinet Office has developed a very short
survey where you can provide your views on the website which will influence any
improvements. Please feel free to skip any questions that you do not feel apply to your
organisation.
Data Protection in a No Deal Scenario
A no-deal scenario would impact how organisations ensure flows of data continue. It is
important for organisations, as a priority, to review whether they would be affected.
There is specific guidance on data protection in the event of a no deal. OCS recommend that
you review the government’s technical notice on data protection as well as guidance for
organisations on data protection published by the Information Commissioner’s Office.
In a no deal scenario, the continued free flow of personal data between the EU and the UK is
not automatic and the guidance sets out the actions UK organisations should take to enable
the continued flow of personal data between the UK and the EU.
OCS are keen to understand how prepared civil society organisations are for the implications
on data protection in a no deal scenario and what more Government can do to support the
sector. DCMS has established a Economic Data Protection taskforce who would be happy to
attend meetings with you and your members to assist with your preparations.
If you would like to contact them to ask questions or raise any issues,
email: laura.kennedy@culture.gov.uk
Settled Status Scheme
The government has committed to safeguarding the rights of EU nationals residing in the UK.
EU citizens will be entitled to apply for ‘settled status’ in the UK, enabling them to continue to
work and reside in Britain.
The government has been clear that it will protect the rights of EU citizens in the UK, whether
or not the UK reaches a final deal with the EU. For more information on immigration in the
event of a no deal, please review the latest policy guidance, which has been recently
published by the Home Office.
The settled status scheme is open to some EU citizens and their family members now. The
scheme will open fully by 30 March 2019. On 21 January the Prime Minister announced that
there will be no fee when the scheme opens fully on 30 March 2019.
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The deadline for applying is 30 June 2021. The deadline for applying will be 31 December
2020 if the UK leaves the EU without a deal. For more information please review the Settled
Status Scheme website.
EU Funding
Under the terms of the Withdrawal Agreement, UK entities' right to participate in EU
programmes during the current Multiannual Financial Framework period will be unaffected. UK
based organisations will be able to bid for funding, participate in and lead consortia, until
programme closure in 2020.
In 2016, the Chancellor announced that in the event of no deal the government will guarantee
EU projects agreed before we leave the EU, to provide more certainty for UK organisations
over the course of EU Exit.
In July 2018, the Chief Secretary laid a Written Ministerial Statement extending this guarantee.
The guarantee now covers the following:





the full 2014-20 Multiannual Financial Framework allocation for structural and
investment funds
the payment of awards where UK organisations successfully bid directly to the
European Commission on a competitive basis while we remain in the EU
the payment of awards under successful bids where UK organisations are able to
participate as a third country in competitive grant programmes from Exit day until the
end of 2020
the current level of agricultural funding under CAP Pillar 1 until 2020.

For awards where UK organisations successfully bid directly to the European Commission on
a competitive basis, the government will work with the Commission to ensure that UK
organisations will be able to continue to participate.
More information about the guarantee and funding for specific EU programmes is available in
the technical notice on EU funded programmes. This includes the lead department and contact
point for each individual EU programme.
Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps – Updated Technical Notice
The Government has issued an updated Technical Notice providing guidance to organisations
and individuals on the UK’s anticipated participation in the current Erasmus+ (2014-2020) and
European Solidarity Corps (ESC) (2018-2020) programmes after the UK leaves the EU.
The government recommends that applications are submitted as normal for the upcoming
deadlines for funding in respect of the 2019 Call for Proposals, for both Erasmus+ and the
European Solidarity Corps (ESC). This will ensure that organisations and individuals can take
part in the programme if a withdrawal agreement is in place. At the same time, organisations
should take note of the scenarios outlined in the Technical Notice as part of their business
planning.
View the National Agency for more information.
Both programmes offer fantastic opportunities for funding in the youth sector, and as delivering
the deal negotiated with the EU remains the government’s top priority, OCS continue to
encourage organisations to apply.
Further guidance and contact
You may also wish to review the following sources of information:
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Customs, excise, VAT and regulatory changes you need to know about if there is no
deal
Public sector procurement in a no deal scenario
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) published a Brexit fact sheet
and checklist for the voluntary sector in October 2018

BREXIT – NOTE FOR VCSE ORGS | ALEX WHINNOM | FEBRUARY 2019

